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§ 3590.0–5 Definitions.
As used in this part, the term:
(a) Established requirements means ap-

plicable law and regulations, lease, li-
cense or permit terms, conditions and
special stipulations; approved mine or
exploration plan requirements; and or-
ders issued by the authorized officer.

(b) General mining order means a for-
mal numbered order issued in a rule-
making procedure by the Department
of the Interior which implements the
regulations in this part and applied to
mining and related operations.

(c) Lessee means any person, partner-
ship, association, corporation or mu-
nicipality that holds a mineral lease,
through issuance or assignment, in
whole or part, which lease is subject to
the provisions of this part.

(d) Licensee means any person, part-
nership, association, corporation or
municipality that holds a mineral li-
cense, through issuance or assignment,
in whole or part, which license is sub-
ject to the provisions of this part.

(e) Permittee means any person, part-
nership, association, corporation or
municipality that holds a mineral
prospecting permit, through issuance,
or assignment, in whole or part, which
permit is subject to the provisions of
this part.

(f) Operator means anyone authorized
to conduct operations pursuant to the
regulations in this part.

(g) Reclamation means the measures
undertaken to bring about the nec-
essary reconditioning or restoration of
lands or water affected by exploration,
mining, on-site processing operations
or waste disposal in a manner which,
among other things, will prevent or
control on-site or offsite damage to the
environment.

(h) Ultimate maximum recovery means
that all portions of a leased Federal
mineral deposit shall be mined, based
on standard industry operating prac-
tices. The requirement to achieve ulti-
mate maximum recovery does not in
any way restrict the authorized offi-
cer’s authority to ensure the conserv-
ative of the mineral resource and pro-
tection of the other resources.

§ 3590.0–7 Scope.
The regulations in this part govern

operations for the discovery, testing,

development, mining, reclamation, and
processing of all minerals under lease,
license or permit issued for Federal
lands under the regulations in Group
3500 of this title or part 3140 of this
title. For operations, involving the ex-
traction of hydrocarbon from tar sands
or oil shale by in-situ methods utiliz-
ing boreholes or wells, part 3160 of this
title is applicable. These regulations
also govern operations for all minerals
on Indian tribal lands and allotted In-
dian lands leased under 25 CFR parts
211 and 212. Further, when the regula-
tions in this part related to matters in-
cluded in 25 CFR part 215 or 216 the reg-
ulations in this part shall be consid-
ered as supplemental and the regula-
tions in 25 CFR part 215 or 216 shall
govern to the extent of any inconsist-
encies.

§ 3590.1 Confidentiality of information.

(a) Information obtained under this
part and on file shall be open for public
inspection and copying during regular
office hours, pursuant to the provisions
of the Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 522(b)) and part 2 of this title.
Upon termination of a lease, license, or
permit, whether by expirations of its
terms or otherwise, such information
shall become available to the public.

(b) Information requested to be kept
confidential under this section shall be
clearly identified by the lessee, li-
censee or permittee by marking each
page of documents submitted with the
words ‘‘Confidential Information’’ at
the top of the page. All pages so
marked shall be in a separate vol-
ume(s) from other portions of the sub-
mitted materials. All information not
marked, ‘‘Confidential Information’’
shall be available for public inspection,
except that information previously
submitted and not marked will be
available for public inspection, only in
accordance with the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.

(c) Confidential and privileged infor-
mation obtained from a lessee under
this part on any Indian lease shall be
available only to the Tribe or allotted
Indian lessor, their designated agent or
authorized Department of the Interior
officials. Such information shall not be
made available to any other party
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without the express authorization of
the Tribe or allotted Indian lessor.

§ 3590.2 Responsibility of the author-
ized officer.

The authorized officer shall regulate
prospecting, exploration, testing, de-
velopment, mining, processing oper-
ations, and reclamation authorized
under this part. The duties of the au-
thorized officer include, but are not
limited to, the following:

(a) Approval of operating plans and
plan modifications after preparation of
appropriate environmental analyses.
Prior to approving a plan, the author-
ized officer shall consult with the agen-
cy having jurisdiction over the lands
with respect to the surface protection
and reclamation aspects of such plan.

(b) Inspection, at least quarterly, of
leased, licensed or permitted lands
where operations for discovery, testing,
development, mining, reclamation, or
processing of minerals are being con-
ducted.

(c) Inspection and regulation of such
operations for the purpose of prevent-
ing waste of mineral substances or
damage to formations and deposits
containing them, or damage to other
formations, deposits or nonmineral re-
sources affected by the operations.

(d) Inspecting exploration and mining
operations to determine the adequacy
of water management and pollution
control measures taken for the protec-
tion of the quality of surface and
groundwater resources and the ade-
quacy of emission control measures
taken for the protection of air quality.
Such inspection shall be conducted as
necessary and shall be fully coordi-
nated with all State and Federal agen-
cies having jurisdiction.

(e) Requiring operators to conduct
operations in compliance with estab-
lished requirements, including the law,
regulations, the terms and conditions
of the lease, license or permit, the re-
quirements of approved exploration or
mining plans, notices and orders and
special stipulations.

(f) Obtaining the records of produc-
tion of minerals and other information
as necessary in order to verify that
production reported to the Minerals
Management Service for royalty pur-

poses is an accurate accounting of min-
erals produced.

(g) Acting on applications for suspen-
sion of operations and production filed
under § 3503.3 of this title and terminat-
ing such suspensions when conditions
warrant. The authorized officer shall,
upon request, assist in review of appli-
cations for suspension of operations
and production on Indian lands which
are filed under the provisions of 25 CFR
parts 211 and 212.

(h) Upon receipt of a written request
for cessation or abandonment of oper-
ations, inspecting the operations and
determining whether they are in com-
pliance with established requirements.
The authorized officer shall, in accord-
ance with applicable procedures, con-
sult with, or obtain the concurrence of
the State or Federal agency having ju-
risdiction over the lands with respect
to the surface protection and reclama-
tion requirements of the lease, license
or permit and the exploration or min-
ing plan.

(i) Acting on any mineral trespass on
Federal or Indian lands in accordance
with part 9230 of this title. The surface
managing agency, if other than the
BLM, shall be notified of any mineral
trespass and the planned enforcement
action.

(j) Implementing General Mining Or-
ders and issuing other orders, making
determinations and providing concur-
rence and approvals as necessary to im-
plement or assure compliance with the
regulations in this part. Any verbal or-
ders, approvals or concurrences shall
be promptly confirmed in writing.

Subpart 3591—General Obliga-
tions of Lessees, Licensees
and Permittees

§ 3591.1 General obligations of lessees,
licensees and permittees.

(a) Operations for the discovery, test-
ing, development, mining or processing
of minerals shall conform to the estab-
lished requirements.

(b) The surface of lease, license or
permit lands shall be reclaimed in ac-
cordance with established require-
ments. Lessees, licensees or permittees
shall take such action as may be need-
ed to avoid, minimize or repair:
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